514       "THE TENT ON THE BEACH"

BAYARD  TAYLOR TO J.   G.  WHITTIBB.

GOTHA, March 19, 1807.

Here in my German home, I take a leisure even-
ing to tell how much I value the introduction
into such a sedate company as are gathered to-
gether in the tent by the seaside. Of course,
there was no difficulty in recognizing my compan-
ions. If my picture be drawn with an over-kindly
and affectionate pencil, I would not change it if I
could. The words which came to me like a " God-
speed !" at parting still echo in my heart. It is
a pleasant thought that our names should be thus
connected, if only to prove to the world that there
may be faithful friendship between poets. The
surprise and delight made me happy for many
days. . . . Marie and I spent a day and a half
with Tennyson. He gave us a cordial welcome,
and in the evening read to us his " Guinevere."
He had Whittier, in blue and gold, on his writing-
desk, and asked me a great many questions about
the poet, which I was glad to answer. It seems
that the success of " Snow-Bound " in England has
recalled attention to your other poems. While I
was in London, I was more than once asked where
they could be had. My friend Graham sent a
number of copies to English and Scotch authors.

One of the miscellaneous poems published in the
volume with " The Tent on the Beach " was " The
Common Question," which was suggested by the
talk of Mr. Whittier's pet parrot, " Charlie." In
a letter to Lucy Larcom, dated 2d mo., 7, 1866,
he sends the poem, with the title of " The Bird's